ASSAMALLA, NEAR RAKVERE. ARVO IS AT HIS GRANDPARENTS' HOUSE AWAITING HIS MOTHER AND STEPFATHER.

WHEN WILL
MUMMY BE
COMING?!
| CAN'T WAIT
ANY LONGER!

GRANDMA!

SHE'LL BE HERE SOON, ARVO DEAR!

IT WAS VERY NICE OF YOU TO AsK BUT TODAY 1S SUNDAY, AND THAT MEANS
YESTERDAY WAS SATURDAY AND NOW THAT YOUR KINDERGARTEN TEACHER TO IT'S TIME TO READ A LITTLE MORE FROM
MUM 1S NO LONGER UNEMPLOYED, SHE LIKES GIVE MUMMY A JOB. SHE WAS THE BIBLE. I'LL REAP YOU A STORY

TO REST A LITTLE ON THE WEEKENDS.

VERY MOVED BY THAT. WHERE A MUM 15 AWAITING
A CHILD, INSTEAD!

I




“THEN THE LORD SAID UNTO ABRAHAM,
'WHY PID SARAH LAUGH AND SAY, 'WILL

| REALLY HAVE A CHILD, NOW THAT

15 ANYTHING “BUT SARAH DENIED, SAYING,
TOO HARPD FOR _ 'I PID NOT LAUGH."”
THE LORD?"

GOOPDBVYE, ARVO!
GOOPBYE, LINDA







SOME OF THE KEYS THIS PIANO

PON'T WORK. YOU HAVE

TO SING THOSE NOTES ...
HAHA!

IF YOU'D LIKE TO LEARN
1S OF A GRAND TO PLAY, THEN YOU MUST
OLD AGE, BUTIT START COMING HERE

STILL WORKS. MY EVERY DAY TO PRACTICE.

LATE BROTHER EGREAT! . .
BROUGHT
IT FROM ST.
PETERSBURG.
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IT'S REVENGE FOR

RESISTING THEM OUTSIDE
THE RUSSIANS BOMBED HALF NARVA! WE PON'T WANT TO BE

OF TALLINN TO SMITHEREENS! AN ESTONIAN SSR, BUT THE
THERE WEREN'T EVEN ANY GERMAN REPUBLIC OF ESTONIA —
TROOPS THERE! IT'S A PURPOSEFUL WITHOUT THE RUSSIANS
EXTERMINATION OF THE ESTONIAN OR THE GERMANS!

PEOPLE!

WE'RE A BORDER
COUNTRY BETWEEN EAST
AND WEST. SOON, HALF
OF US WILL BE WITH THE
THERE'LL BE RUSSKIES AND THE REST
CIVIL WAR — AND OVER IN CAHOOTS “I“T“
WHOM OR WHAT?/ NOT THE NAZIS!
AN INDEPENDENT
ESTONIAN STATE,
IN ANY CASE!

4
2
e

RAKVERE MARKET SQUARE. THE CALM BEFORE THE STORM ...

[RTTRI |

(o8 pane

24



<
o
w.
—
@)
=
Z
—
[es]
=

25



ARVO PART CENTER

ONE WEEK LATER, BACK IN RAKVERE. THE KUHLBERGS' HOUSE WAS UNTOUCHED BY THE BOMBING.

o

mummy!
THERE'S POOP
IN THE PIANO!

THE FASCISTS WHO PILLAGED ESTONIA

ARE RETREATING! ... SOON, THE SOVIET
o ARMY UNDER STALIN'S COMMAND WILL
/’/l/ ACHIEVE ABSOLUTE VICTORY OVER HITLER!

ALL HAIL THE LIBERATORS
OF SOVIET ESTONIA!



ARVO! THERE WAS
GOOD NEWS IN THE PAPER —
A CHILDREN'S MUSIC
SCHOOL IS TO OPEN
IN RAKVERE.

| ENROLLED YOU.
WE PO HAVE OUR
OWN PIANO AT
HOME ...

N YOU CAN'T MAKE
\ ) A LIVING OFF PLAYING
| MUSIC, BUT THE SKILL A
WILL COME IN HANDY. :\
nin

nn =

MY NAME 15 ILLE MARTIN. WE'VE MUCH WORK AHEAD OF US.

WE'RE GOING TO START I EXPECT YOU TO COMPLETE ALL YOUR
STUPYING PIANO TOGETHER EXERCISES — BOTH DURING LESSONS
HERE, AT MY HOME. AND AT HOME! OTHERWISE, YOU
WON'T GET VERY FAR.

EVEN SO, THEY SOON
FIND A COMMON LANGUAGE.

27



WHAT A GOOP
JOB — YOUu
PRACTICE AND
PRACTICE ALL
THE TIME!

A

HOWEVER, HIS TEACHER 1S WORRIED ... | PON'T KNOW WHAT YOU'RE

ARVO! (‘ i PLAYING AT HOME, BUT IT

CERTAINLY ISN'T YOUR
HOMEWORK!

MISS MARTIN SAYS
YOU HAVEN'T BEEN e =
PRACTICING AT ALL

LATELY.

FROM NOW ON, YOU'LL MAKE AN X
NEXT TO EVERY EXERCISE YOU
FINISH. I'M GOING TO CHECK.

AND WHEN YOUR HOMEWORK

IS COMPLETE, YOU'LL GET

A NUT AS A REWARPD!

L

BUT MI5S MARTIN
GIVES ME A PIECE
OF CHOCOLATE
FOR PLAYING
WELL!




RVO PART CENTER




ESTONIAN RAPIO IS PLAYED OVER THE LOUDSPEAKER ON
RAKVERE'S MARKET SQUARE.

T

(] HE-HE-HE!

_‘O. %

IT's
LOOK, HE'S THAT SAME
STILL HERE/ _ BOY UNDER
\ .~ THE LOUD-
SPEAKER
AGAIN ...
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IF | RIDE
MY BIKE AROUND
THE SQUARE, NO ONE
WILL REALIZE | CAME
TO LISTEN TO
THE MUSIC ...

kil
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ARVO PART CENTER

Hll\\ll‘\

T i, Illl'lllz T

G

OCCASIONALLY, THE WIND CARRIES FRAGMENTS OF MELODY TO THEIR GARDEN. IT BRINGS WITH IT A SENSE OF LONGING ...

WE'RE POING WELL.
WE'LL CERTAINLY GET
THOSE MELOPDIES
FIGURED OUT.

’l. SOMETHING.

ARVO RECORDS EVERYTHING
HE HEARS ON THE RAPIO IN
HIS NOTEBOOK: PIECES,

I'D LIKE TO

SHOW YOU

32

PERFORMERS, COMPOSERS ...

| WANT TO BE
A COMPOSER,
TOO!

BUT NOT QUITE
LIKE THAT ...

A DIFFERENT KIND/




WELL, FINE. COME AND ACCOMPANY

OH, | WAS JUST

I'M NOT GOING
HAVE YOU NOT IMPROVISING A SINGERS AT THE MUSIC
PONE YOUR : UTTLE To 1T TO ARGUE ABOUT  SCHOOL TOMORROW, THEN/
? THAT TOPIC TODAY. i
HOMEWORK? (// —

PO YOU KNOW
THE ANSWER?

PSST! WHAT'S THINK FOR BUT WHAT
THE ANSWER? YOURSELF! WAS THE
. QUESTION?

e

H o
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THERE'S A PIANO
THERE. WHY ELSE!

TOBEAC

PRACTICE! AND
YOU PON'T NEED
TO COME TO
CLASS.

ARVO, WE NEEDP
A PIANO PLAYER IN
THE AUPITORIUM
ON FRIDAY.

BUT PO YOU REMEMBER
THE TIME HE WENT IN FRONT OF
THE BLACKBOARD AND PRETENDED

PASSING PERIOD?

A TRUE

ARTIST'S SOUL.
HE-

THERE HE GOES INTO
THE PIONEER ROOM AGAIN ...
EVERY PASSING PERIOD!

WHAT A PECULIAR BOY. HE EVEN
COMES TO SCHOOL EARLY EVERY
MORNING TO PLAY PIANO

IN THE AUPITORIUM.
VOLUNTARILY!

IRCUS ARTIST PURING

HE-HEE!

THE SCHOOL'S PIANO-BOY GETS A PASS FOR HIS EPUCATIONAL
SHORTCOMINGS.




A BREAK AT MUSIC SCHOOL .. MORE NEW PIECES? AH, MM-HMM.
WHEN CAN WE GIVE | COMPOSED AFEW a1 bo
?
THEM A TRY? UTTLE DITTIES - you THINK?

ddLNHID LdVd OAYV

PRETTY
co0op!

I LIKE IT,
T0O ...
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ARVO PART CENTER

VILIANDI. THE ANNUAL NATIONAL AMATEUR REVIEW, A COMPETITION FOR ORIGINAL WORKS.

APPLAUSE FOR THE WE HAVE ONE MORE °®
RAKVERE MEN'S CHOIR! PERFORMER. A STUPENT FROM °
e
RAKVERE SECONDARY SCHOOL g L °

[ )
WILL PRESENT HIS PIANO PIECE. //—/L\_// °

.. CONGRATULATIONS

- TO THE WINNERS OF THIS
/Q\_/ TOUGH COMPETITION FOR
M ORIGINAL WORKS, AND WE
WISH EVERYONE CREATIVE

GUSTO IN THE FUTURE!

PO YOU THINK YOU THE JURY WAS
MIGHT SAY A COUPLE PIVIDED ...
ENCOURAGING WORDS
TO OUR PIANO-BOY?

THAT SCHOOLBOY'S

PIECE WAS NEITHER

SOCIALIST IN CONTENT

NOR NATIONALIST
IN STYLE.
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ARVO VISITS THE PAYCARE WHERE HIS MOTHER WORKS
EVERY DAY UNTIL THE END OF SECONDPARY SCHOOL.
HE ACCOMPANIES THE CHILDREN'S MUSIC LESSON,
DURING WHICH HE ALSO LIKES TO IMPROVISE.

—/ i

ARVO, YOU'VE FINISHED

MUSIC SCHOOL AND HIGH I'M GOING TO THERE'S NOTHING ELSE
SCHOOL WILL BE OVER AUDITION FOR THE TALLINN | KNOW HOW TO PO,
SOON, TOO ... MUSIC COLLEGE. ANYWAY.

WHAT PO
YOU PLAN TO
PO NEXT?

ddLNHID LdVd OAYV



LAULASMAA, NEAR TALLINN. THANK YOU, MISS MARTIN,
FOR AGREEING TO HELP ME

PREPARE FOR THE AUDITIONS.

I INTEND TO
PERFORM MELODY,
FOR PIANO.

VERY NICE.
LET'S HAVE
A LISTEN.

\P‘j

—
ARVO REALIZES THE TRUE MEANING ' Y
A L~ OF HIS TEACHER'S PEDICATION =G, e =Z
= ____——~~~  ONLY MANY YEARS LATER. (e S Z
-—
- —

BUT MEANWHILE ...
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TALLINN/

i \ S | e I [ = ] \ == L
1 1 - — A TH é £ ’_ 10 o By A b, Lis i
HARRI OTSA RECEIVES HIM AT THE .
TALLINN MUSIC COLLEGE AUPITION AUDITION. .
. v
. . r - 1
L T
| R | |l

WELCOME TO
THE TALLINN MUSIC
COLLEGE!

YOU HAVE SUCH AN ...
UNADULTERATED
STYLE.




AND HIS STUPIES COMMENCE, AT LEAST FOR A WHILE ...

IVALO ALSO INTROPUCES
HIM TO OTHER LOCALS.

MY NAME IS
IVALO RANDALU.
PO YOU NOT HAVE
ANYWHERE TO STAY IN
TALLINN YET? YOU'RE
WELCOME TO
LODGE WITH ME.

ARVO, WHAT PO YOU SAY
WE GUESS THE PITCHES AND INTERVALS
OF THE TRAIN WHISTLES AGAIN? I'M SURE
THESE YOUNG LADIES ARE INTRIGUED BY
HOW SHARP YOUNG MUSICIANS'
EARS ARE ...

2 MAJOR.

OH, CUT IT ouT!

LUCKILY, HE'S ALLOWED TO SERVE HIS 3-YEAR CONSCRIPTION IN HIS HOMELAND — AND
PRUMMING FOR THE ARMY ORCHESTRA ISN'T THE WORST THAT COULDP HAVE HAPPENED.

4



RIGA. LATVIAN SSR. THE JAGALA REGIMENT IS
PARTICIPATING IN A COMPETITION OF BALTIC

E SOVIET ARMY ORCHESTRAS.
_LL| I-L’. Ll 1 e \ M

4
m 13' AND THERE 15 '—
= NO SHORTAGE OF

THE LATVIANS
ARE PERFORMING SOME

ESTONIA?
RUSSIAN VICTORY MARCH.

YOU'RE UP SOON.

WHAT PO YOU

®  SAY WE PLAY OUR

o ESTONIAN MARCH
HOMELAND?

ESTONIANS!
d °
READY, AND —
MARCH! o
' M—\ ()
M A2S@ QQS_L(\'LO"”«!‘:!‘A
{ | - (. r -
MEN, PULL
TOGETHER
NOW!







