CERRO DISTRICT,
THE NEXT
AFTERNOO!

THEY SHOULD
FOCUS ON THEIR STUDIES
INSTEAD OF KILLING PEOPLE!
1 HOPE YOUR BROTHER
DOESN'T HANG OUT WITH
THOSE THUGS!

HA! THEY
GUNNED DOWN
COUNSELOR
ARMEDA LAST

RAOL? NO WAY!
HE ONLY THINKS
ABOUT HIS DEGREE AND HIS
FUTURE CLINIC IN MIAMI! HE WANTS
TO SPEND HIS LIFE TENDING
TO WEALTHY AMERICAN
HEIRESSES!

[ AT LEAST
600D — HE'LL HAVE AN
FOR HIM/ = HONORABLE JOB! YOU
o SHOULD THINK ABOUT WHAT
& S YOU WANT TO DO TOO..
A FIND & JOB UNTIL YOU FIND
: 7 A HUSBAND! £
| -
. DON'T TALK
- LIKE THAT, LAURA!
: IT'S NOT ;
CHRISTIAN!
T~

A JOB? WHAT KIND
OF JOB? DO YOU WANT
ME TO END UP ON THE STREET
LIKE THOSE POOR GIRLS FROM
THE COUNTRYSIDE? THAT'S THE
ONLY KIND OF JOB LEFT
FOR A WOMAN!

L THEY SAID

- g IT WAS THOSE
S ASSASSING FROM.
- i L L FROM THE TR/

DON'T TALK NONSENSE!
AND STOP SHOUTING! YOU'LL
WAKE UP YOUR FATHER! HE
CAME BACK FROM WORK
VERY LATE LAST NIGHT.

IT'S DR, MOM, D-R!
DIRECTORIO REVOLUCIONARIO*!
THEY ARE STUDENTS i 7
FIGHTING AGAINST THE fin HUH!
DICTATORSHIP! 2 THERE'S NOTHING
T TO BE PROUD OF!
1 TALK ABOUT A DIRTY
JOB... y

DESPISE IS PUTTING
FOOD ON THE TABLE... £
AND CLOTHES ON_4

*REVOLUTIONARY DIRECTORATE.



e

NOw? YOU'RE
LEAVING EARLIER
THAN USUAL...

DID YOU IRON
MY SHIRT, CARINO?
1 HAVE TO GO...

- 1TOLD YOU
LAST WEEK. WE HAVE
TO GET EVERYTHING

READY. THE NEW
BOSS ARRIVES
TODAY!

4 BUT OUR
DAUGHTER'S NOT WRONG...
THEY'RE NOT ALL HONORABLE
PEOPLE!

COME ON!
DON'T WORRY...

WE HAVE TO
PREPARE EVERYTHING BEFORE
HIS ARRIVAL. THE WHOLE
STAFF SHOULD BE THERE
TO WELCOME HIM!

i

BUT THIS GUY,
THIS NEW BOSS, DO
YOU KNOW HIM, JORGE?
DO YOU KNOW HIS
NAME?

NO... ALL
I KNOW IS THAT HE'S
A FOREIGNER.

AH!
ANOTHER
AMERICAN!

— 11 =



HE'S COMING

A8 FROM CANADA.

FROM CANADA?
WHEN DOES
THIS MYSTERIOUS

CcANADIAN ARRIVE /.  GENE)

IN CUBA?

12 —

SCARF!

THANK YOU!
I'M SORRY... IT'S
THE WIND, SIR!
SIR.?

..

7 RIVARD.
LUCIEN RIVARD!




YOUR ACCENT...
YOU'RE NOT
AMERICAN... FRENCH,
% PERHAPS? d

BUT YOU, SENORA,
ARE YOU COMING
BACK FROM A LITTLE
ESCAPADE
IN MIAMI?

AH! AND WHAT
BRINGS YOU TO MY COUNTRY,
MR. RIVARD? A TASTE FOR

ADVENTURE?

#~ MOM! ARE YOU
COMING? WE'RE ABOUT
70 DOCK!

»n
3]

S L

MY DAUGHTER,
ALICIA... SHE JUST
RAIDED THE SHOPS
ON LINCOLN ROAD
AND CAN'T WAIT TO
BRING HER
LOOT HOME.

Die

HERE ARE
THE BEERS,
LuCIeN!

| WHO'S
THAT?

usll

‘1 W!] :
’ ’

— 14 —
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THE MOST ALLURING
IN M{ LIFE, GERRY...

WOMAN I'VE EVER MET

‘%\%

. AND I DIDN'T
EVEN GET
HER NAME!

4

4 |\




THE CORSICANS ARE

ALREADY HERE. TAKE THE

LUGGAGE TO THE HOTEL,
GERRY. T'LL JOIN YOU LATER...

CUMU V4,
LuCIEN?

WELCOME
TO CUBA/

WE'VE TAKEN GOOD CARE
OF YOUR AFFAIRS, MY FRIEND!
YOU'LL SEE THE CABARET;
IT'S MAGNIFICENT!

BUT NOT AS MUCH
AS OURS!
HA! HA! HA!

A FEW MONTHS EARLIER,
PRESIDENT BATISTA REVITALIZED
THE GAMBLING SECTOR BY EASING
THE OPENING OF HOTELS, CASINOS,
AND CABARETS THROUGHOUT CUBAN
TERRITORY. NEW ESTABLISHMENTS
APPEARED ALL OVER THE CAPITAL...

COME ON,
HOP IN/ WE'LL
SHOW You

ROUND...

THE TROPICANA, MONTMARTRE, SANS SOUCI,
AND THE PARISIAN CASINO AT THE NACIONAL
HOTEL ARE THE GEMS OF CUBAN NIGHTLIFE.
INTERNATIONALLY RENOWNED SHOWBIZ
FIGURES PERFORM THERE, SUCH AS CAB
CALLOWAY, MAURICE CHEVALIER, DOROTHY
LAMOUR, EARTHA KITT, EDITH PIAF...

“

-
=3
-3

i
AMERICANS DON'T NEED A

PASSPORT TO ENTER THE ISLAND.
A SIMPLE LANDING CARD SUFFICES.

: IN CUBA, THE DOLLAR REIGNS. IT'S SAID

THAT THE “PEARL OF THE CARIBBEAN"
CAN PROVIDE EVERYTHING TO THOSE
WILLING TO PAY THE RIGHT PRICE...

E{}} ‘,
' :}.!’1\:
%

MO <wUVoOrw®»w

N MO <voer-®
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LOOK AT THIS

THEATER! IT CAN ACCOMMODATE

UP TO 350 PEOPLE. THERE ARE
THREE SHOWS EVERY EVENING,
AND DANCING GOES ON
UNTIL DAWN/

THIS 1S JORGE MORENO,
THE HEAD BARTENDER! JORGE HAS
BEEN WORKING FOR THE MONTE-CARLO
FOR YEARS. HE KNOWS EVERYONE, :
AND EVERYONE KNOWS HIM! HE'S
THE LIVING MEMORY OF THIS
CABARET!

§ AND HERE 15
\ THE RESTAURANT...

THE DINING ROOM
15 ALWAYS BUSTLING! AND IT'S

ALL THANKS TO CHEF PIERRE AND HIS

TEAM! HERE, WE SERVE FINE CUISINE,
AS WELL AS LOCAL SPECIALTIES
TAILORED TO AN INTERNATIONAL

CLIENTELE!

I'VE PREPARED SOMETHING o
JUST FOR YOUR ARRIVAL, LET'S TASTE THIS
SENOR RIVARD: PINEAPPLE-INFUSED CROCODILE, MY FRIENDS.
CROCODILE! g8 |

5 1
WARN YOV, IT'S
QUITE SPICY!

CHAMPAGNE!
LET'S TOAST TO THE
BEGINNING OF A NEW

ADVENTURE!

— 19 —
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SORRY, X
GENTLEMEN, BUT

A | THE ESTABLISHMENT
z OPENS LATER
TODAY...

T'M HERE! WHAT
CAN I DO FOR YOV,
GENTLEMEN?

T

WANTS TO
SEE YOU.

I'D BE HAPPY

THE BOSS
/ TO VISIT HIM AFTER
MY MEAL...

BE CAREFUL, LUCIEN!
YOU BETTER GO. NOBODY
MESSES WITH MEYER
LANSKY AROUND

H

NO, HE WANTS
TO SEE YOU RIGHT AWAY.
TELL THE COOK TO PUT
\ THE CROC ON THE STOVE, AND
COME WITH US.

}'t:—-'

- HOTEL NACIONAL DE CUBA..

B

OPENED IN 1930, THIS LUXURIOUS
PALACE, SURROUNDED BY
GARDENS, OVERLOOKS A

WATERFRONT PROMENADE,
THE MALECON, AND IT OFFERS
STUNNING VIEWS OF HAVANA BAY
AND THE CARIBBEAN SEA...

TEN YEARS EARLIER, IN 1946,
AT THE INITIATIVE OF LUCKY LUCIANO,
THEN CAPO DI TUTTI CAPI, AND
MEYER LANSKY, THE HAVANA
CONFERENCE TOOK PLACE HERE.
WHILE FRANK SINATRA SERENADED,
THE HEADS OF THE COSA NOSTRA
FROM NEW YORK, CHICAGO,

NEW ORLEANS, BUFFALO, TAMPA
AND THE JEWISH MAFIA, THEY DECIDED,
WITH THE COMPLICITY OF THE CUBAN
LEADERS, TO HEAVILY INVEST THEIR
DIRTY MONEY IN THE ISLAND'S

GAMBLING INDUSTRY...

CUBA HAD THE DUAL ADVANTAGE,
IN THE EYES OF ORGANIZED CRIME,
OF BEING CLOSE TO THE UNITED
STATES WHILE BEING OUTSIDE
THE JURISDICTIONS OF THE IRS*
AND THE FBIL.

NOW, IT'S ON THE TOP FLOOR OF i
THIS HOTEL, IN SUITE 82, THAT ALL
DECISIONS REGARDING CUBA'S CASINOS

AND RACETRACKS ARE MADE... \Q

THAT'S WHERE MEYER
LANSKY HAS SET UP
HIS HEADQUARTERS.

*IRS (INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE): THE U.S. TAX AGENCY.

— 21 —
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MEYER LANSKY, A MAN IN THE SHADOWS,
GIFTED WITH SUPERIOR INTELLIGENCE AND
AN EXTRAORDINARY MEMORY, IS CONSIDERED
THE FINANCIAL ADVISER TO THE MAFIA. IN
THE 19205, HE FORMED A GANG OF
BOOTLEGGERS WITH HIS FRIEND BUGSY SIEGEL.
KNOWN FOR THEIR VIOLENCE, THEY HELPED
LUCKY LUCIANO TAKE CONTROL OF

THE NEW YORK MAFIA...

NOW IN THE YEAR 1956, MEYER
LANSKY HAS GRAND AMBITIONS FOR
HAVANA. HE WANTS TO TURN IT INTO

THE NEW SIN CITY OF THE CARIBBEAN.

WHEN PROHIBITION ENDED IN 1933,
LANSKY INVESTED HIS FORTUNE IN
CASINOS ACROSS THE UNITED STATES
AND BUILT A GAMBLING EMPIRE.

HE PERSUADED FRANK COSTELLO,
THE CAPO DI TUTTI CAPI, AND OTHER
EAST COAST BOSSES TO INVEST IN
LAS VEGAS CA:

DO YOU LIKE
REMORA,
MR. RIVARD?

SINOS.

FOR MANY FISHERMEN
PUT OFF BY ITS APPEARANCE,
THIS FISH IS A& BAD CATCH,
A DISCARD THAT THEY THROW
BACK INTO THE SEA.

YET ITS FLESH 1S
DELICIOUS..

g THE REMORA 1S AN
ASTONISHING CREATURE, MR. RIVARD. A POOR
SWIMMER, IT ATTACHES ITSELF TO A MUCH
LARGER PREDATOR USING ITS FRONT SUCTION CUP.
IT SOMETIMES FEEDS ON THE REMAINS OF
ITS HOST'S MEAL, BUT MAINLY ON ITS PARASITES.
THIS ASSOCIATION IS MUTUALLY
BENEFICIAL FOR THEM...

PLINY THE ELDER
REPORTS THAT AT
THE BATTLE OF ACTIUM, JUST

REMORA ALLEGEDLY BLOCKED
THE RUDDER OF MARK ANTONY'S FLAGSHIP,
PROVIDING A DECISIVE ADVANTAGE
TO OCTAVIAN AND SEALING THE FATE
OF THE ROMAN REPUBLIC... 1

ISN'TIT <
FASCINATING? THE SAME
SMALL FISH CAN BE EITHER
PROVIDENTIAL OR
HARMFUL...

WHY
ARE YOU IN CUBA,
MR. RIVARD?




s 1 HAD
ORGANIZED A SMALL

HEROIN TRAFFIC NETWORK

ACROSS CANADA AND THE

E'RE
AMONG FRIENDS...
AREN'T WE?

THE MONTE-CARLO.
TM ASKING YOU:

WE WOULD BRING HEROIN
FROM MARSEILLES INTO THE PORT OF

WELL... I CAME
TO MANAGE THE

CABARET AND.. WHAT ARE YOU REALLY UNITED STATES THAT WAS DOING MONTREAL HIDDEN IN CARS. AFTER THAT,
3 HERE FOR, WELL. FOR THIS, T WORKED WITH DISTRIBUTION TO THE UNITED STATES WAS
MR. RIVARD? THE CORSICANS FROM 4 BREEZE. THE CANADIAN-AMERICAN BORDER
THE FRENCH CONNECTION... 1S A REAL SIEVE..

THIS CAUSED FRICTION
WITH THE COTRONI FAMILY,
WHO CONTROLLED AFFAIRS IN
MONTREAL. THEY THOUGHT I WAS
TAKING UP TOO MUCH SPACE, AND

THINGS STARTED HEATING UP... r

4 JOE BONANNO ORGANIZED
A MEETING WITH THE COTRONIS
TO CALM THINGS DOWN. IT WAS DECIDED
THAT, WITH MY CORSICAN FRIENDS, WE WOULD
COME TO CUBA TO ESTABLISH A NEW SOUTHERN
DISTRIBUTION ROUTE, WHILE THE
COTRONIS WOULD RUN OPERATIONS
IN THE NORTH...

THE CORSICANS
NO LONGER TRUSTED THE
ITALIANS IN NEW YORK. THEY WANTED
TO DEAL WITH SOMEONE WHO
SPOKE THEIR LANGUAGE.

THANK YOU FOR
YOUR HONESTY, MR. RIVARD.
THAT'S WHAT I HAD HEARD...
SO, PLEASE, FOLLOW THE RULES:
DON'T GET TOO BIG
AND STAY IN YOUR
PLACE...

SINCE T ALREADY HAD
GOOD CONTACTS WITH THE
BONANNO FAMILY, I BECAME
THEIR INTERMEDIARY...
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REST ASSURED,
MR. LANSKY, I HAVE NO [ “
INTENTION OF LINGERING IN HAVANA. I HEARD YOU'RE
AS SOON AS T'VE PUT AWAY ALSO AN ARMS DEALER...
ENOUGH MONEY, T'LL RETIRE | {OU CAN CONTINUE YOUR TRADE
FROM BUSINESS! : 45 LONG AS IT DOESN'T
HARM OUR BUSINESS. S A4, VES, ONE LAST
: B THING... I KINDLY REQUEST
THAT YOU NEVER SELL TO THE
PALESTINIANS... T AM JEWISH
AND DEEPLY RELIGIOUS. 4

COME ON,
GVEME A 7!

YES, DEAR,
a7

600D LUCK,
MR. RIVARD! MONEY 1S NOT
IN SHORT SUPPLY IN CUBA.
NOw, FOLLOW Me!

BE A
GOOD REMORA,
RIVARD!

% SEVEN! YOU
WIN... MR. PRESIDENT!

HAS HE
ARRIVED?

“HE'S WAITING < | L Nl
FOR YOU IN THE _
PRIVATE LOUNGE. NO MORE

S
SN
W

A MERE SERGEANT IN THE CUBAN
ARMY, FULGENCIO BATISTA SEIZED

4 "
POWER IN 1933 THROUGH A COUP. IN
1940, HE WAS ELECTED PRESIDENT. > HE THEN INVITED HIS FRIEND
AT THE END OF HIS TERM IN 1944, (] e . MEYER LANSKY TO COME AND
HE RETIRED TO DAYTONA BEACH, FLORIDA. T = REVIVE THE CUBAN GAMBLING
IN 1952, ENCOURAGED BY THE MAFIA pusli - INDUSTRY, MAKING HIM HIS
AND SUPPORTED BY THE CIA, WHICH UNOFFICIAL MINISTER OF GAMBLING.
SAW HIM AS AN ALLY IN ITS FIGHT AGAINST = . # . BATISTA HANDED HAVANA OVER
COMMUNISW, BATISTA RETURNED TO TO THE MAFIA, WHICH NOW
POWER THROUGH ANOTHER COUP. | CONTROLS DRUG TRAFFICKING AND

PROSTITUTION ON THE ISLAND.
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MY DEAR FULGENCIO,

TO MEET THE NEW INVESTORS IN HAVANA...

ALLOW ME TO INTRODUCE I WANT TO PERSONALLY EXPLAIN
THE NEW OWNER OF THE MONTE- [! HOW THINGS WORK IN

CARLO, LUCIEN RIVARD. (M. PRESIDENT... |- MY COUNTRY!

/ ABOVE ALL,
7 DON'T TRY TO DOUBLE-
CROSS ME, RIVARD. THOSE
WHO TRY DON'T LIVE
VERY LONG...

( EVEN WHEN I'M BUSY, T ALWAYS WANT

RN

ON THE ADVICE OF MY YOU INVEST $,000,000
FRIEND MEYER, I'VE IN & HOTEL OR $250,000
ESTABLISHED A SIMPLE IN 4 CASINO? THE
POLICY TO REVIVE THE CUBAN GOVERNMENT
GAMBLING AND TOURISM FULLY FINANCES THE
INDUSTRY IN CUBA. SO, CONSTRUCTION OF THE
ISTEN CLOSELY, RIVARD, ESTABLISHMENT YOU
LLIE WILL MANAGE.

SINCE WE ARE LIKE FAMILY,
MY WIFE WILL VISIT THE
MONTE-CARLO ONCE A

WEEK, AND YOU WILL HAND

HER OVER MY SHARE

PERSONALLY.

YOU WANT TO ADD A
CASINO ROOM TO YOUR
CLUB? THAT'S $250,000

FOR THE GAMING LICENSE.
YOU SEE? THE RULES
ARE VERY SIMPLE!

AS A TOKEN OF YOUR
APPRECIATION, T'LL TAKE
10% OF YOUR PROFITS.
I CALL IT A CONTRIBUTION

TO THE DEVELOPMENT
OF HAVANA!

" THIS BRINGS
ME LUCK!
HA! HA! HAY

SEVEN!
YoU WiN,
MR. PRESIDENT/

HA! HA!
HA! HA!
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THEY SAY HAVANA IS A
SEDUCTIVE WITCH THAT INVITES
INDULGENCE AND ALLOWS YOU
TO TASTE FORBIDDEN FRUITS...

WHEN NIGHT FALLS, ALL INHIBITIONS
VANISH, AND AN INTOXICATING WHIRLWIND
OF RUM, LAUGHTER, MAMBOS, AND SEX BEGINS,
ENDING ONLY AT DAWN...

T 1

IN THE HEART OF THE CAPITAL,

THE MONTE-CARLO ATTRACTS ITS SHARE
OF TOURISTS READY TO SPEND WITHOUT
RESTRAINT AND SAVOR THE FRENZY
F CUBAN NIGHTLIFE...




AT THIS RATE, IN
FIVE YEARS, WE'LL
BE HEADING BACK

TO MONTREAL,

OKAY.
SHOULD T
TELL JORGE TO
BRING YOU
A DRINK?

A CANADIAN BEER
FOR YOU, SENOR RIVARD!
THE SHIPMENT ARRIVED
YESTERDAY...

FINALLY, &
REAL BEER! A WELCOMED
CHANGE FROM THAT
AMERICAN PISS.

=
=
=
-
=
=
-
=
-
=
=
-
_—
=
=
=
=
=
-
i

NOT RIGHT NOW...
I WANT TO SOLVE
THIS PROBLEM. IT'LL :
RELAX ME A BIT... % I'M SUPPOSED
% TO CHECKMATE IN
THREE MOVES!

1 LEARNED TO PLAY
IN COLLEGE WITH THE
JESUITS...

THE JESUITS?
1 STUDIED WITH
THEM TOO! SIT
DOWN; LET'S PLAY
A GAME!

SENOR RIVARD...

COME ON,
SIT DOWN!
T'LL HELP YOU
WITH IT
LATER...




